
AdvantageThe Harlan

Pulling together in character and achievement



Welcome to Harlan
Welcome to Harlan! We have a strong, dedicated staff and parent community that supports our stu-

dents to thrive both academically and socially. Our classrooms are filled with students exploring re-
searching, and learning at high levels. Character education is taught through student leadership opportu-
nities, classroom communities and family groups called “Husky Packs.” At Harlan, we want students to 
feel excited about school and willing to take learning risks.

This brochure is only a representation of all that makes Harlan special and unique. If you have not had 
an opportunity to experience Harlan for yourself, please do not hesitate to call me and make an appoint-
ment to tour our building. I look forward to meeting you. 

 Educationally, 
 Embekka Thompson

The Harlan Advantage
The Harlan school community is focused on academic rigor and social responsibility. With divergent 

instruction, we meet the unique needs of all students. Our classrooms consist of leveled libraries, accel-
erated mathematics opportunities and the latest technology. At Harlan, parents volunteer daily and are an 
integral part of the school process. We view school as a partnership that would not be successful without 
open communication between school and home. 

Our philosophy: providing an educational setting in which all students are challenged and accelerated 
at an appropriate pace. Although we are considered one of the leading schools in the state, we are always 
seeking to improve. It is our sincere desire to work as a community to prepare the students of Harlan for a 
global society.

For more information
http://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/Schools/

Elementary/Harlan/  
www.harlanpta.com 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Harlan-

Elementary/106468976057231 
http://twitter.com/HarlanElem 



Harlan Pride
• Designated 2014 National School of Character by the Character Education Partnership. 

The Character Education Initiative involves staff, students, parents and the greater 
community. The Harlan community constantly works to show our Harlan Habits of 
Respect, Responsibility and Kindness.

• One of 50 elementary schools in the state of Michigan named as a 21st Century Library-
Exemplary Status by the Library of Michigan.

• Designated as a State of Michigan Green School-Evergreen Status.

• Students offered accelerated mathematics opportunities for all who qualify in grades 1-5.

• Student Leadership opportunities such as Green Team, Safety/Service Squad, Student 
council and LINKS.

• Enrichment activities offered include Math Pentathlon, Science Olympiad, Destination 
Imagination, Battle of the Books, Word Masters, Reflections Contest and Glee Club.

• Students and families have an opportunity to utilize the Compass Learning Program at 
school and home to enhance learning in reading, mathematics and science.

• Assemblies, field trips, technology purchases, enrichment activities, playground 
equipment, media center, classroom resources and community functions are supported by 
the PTA.

• Students are offered numerous opportunities to engage in technology and have access to 
a computer lab, laptops, iPads, Interactive Overhead Projectors, flip cameras, Wikis and 
Skype.

• Students participate in Husky Packs or cross-age family groups to promote community 
and character.

• Annual school events include Fall Frolic, ArtFest, Music Concerts for students in K-5, 
Curriculum Night, Field Day and Talent Show.

• Spanish instruction for all students beginning in grade two.

From Observer & Eccentric article, Words on 
Parade: 

“We organized the parade activity to foster a 
love of discovering new words.  Vocabulary is 
predictive of high reading achievement.”

 –Embekka Thompson

“We are proud that the Harlan Library Media 
Center has done such good work in providing 
services deemed ‘exemplary’ by the Library of 
Michigan,” said Dr. Daniel Nerad, Birmingham 
Public Schools Superintendent. “By focusing 
efforts on these key areas, our library has shown 
a strong commitment to information literacy and 
student achievement.” 

–Press release for SL21 award



Inspiring learners
In 2013, the district embarked upon a process to create a new Strategic Plan. The goal creation 

involved stakeholders throughout the district and took place over several days. Joined by parents, 
community members, students, staff members and administration and board members, the following four 
goals were established:

 
1. All BPS learners will continually excel in a learning environment that is engaging, global and free 

of achievement gaps.
2. All BPS learners will be engaged every day, in every way, through a world-class education to 

discover their passions, unleash their potential to be successful and contributing members of their 
communities. 

3. All BPS learners will demonstrate empathy. As ethical leaders, they will embrace opportunities 
that positively impact the world. 

4. BPS will design and implement a dynamic educational organization that create unlimited 
opportunities for student learners.

These four goals support the district’s Mission Statement: 
“By ensuring educational excellence, we challenge and inspire all learners to positively impact their 

world.” 

BPS is proud to have earned district accreditation 
through AdvancED. This voluntary method of 
quality assurance is designed to help educational 
institutions boost their ongoing performance efforts 
for the benefit of their students. 

The BPS AdvancED district accreditation means 
that the district is united in providing the highest 
level of educational excellence possible for each of 
our students.

District Points of Pride
• Average ACT score of 24 
• News and World Report top ranking high schools in 2015
• 87 percent of teachers hold advanced degrees
• Instructional Specialists and Reading Specialists in all elementary schools
• Eleven National Schools of Character
• Strong Community Education programming
• Championship athletic teams utilizing state-of-the-art equipment and fields


